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the business of automobile dealers or manufacturers shall be kept and
maintained.
Explosives. — Any chemical compound or mechanical mixture that is
commonly used or intended for the purpose of producing an explosion and
which contains any oxidizing and combustive units or other ingredients in
such proportions, quantities, or packing that an ignition by fire, by friction, by
concussion, by percussion, or by detonator of any part of the compound or
mixture may cause such a sudden generation of highly heated gases that the
resultant gaseous pressures are capable of producing destructible effects on
contiguous objects or of destroying life or limb.
Farm Tractor. — Every motor vehicle designed and used primarily as a farm
implement for drawing plows, mowing machines, and other implements of
husbandry.
For-Hire Motor Carrier. — A person who transports passengers or property by
motor vehicle for compensation.
Foreign Vehicle. — Every vehicle of a type required to be registered hereunder
brought into this State from another state, territory, or country, other than in
the ordinary course of business, by or through a manufacturer or dealer and
not registered in this State.
Fuel cell electric vehicle. — A four-wheeled motor vehicle that does not have
the ability to be propelled by a gasoline engine and that meets each of the
following requirements:
a. Is made by a manufacturer primarily for use on public streets, roads,
and highways and meets National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration standards included in 49 C.F.R. § 571.

b. Has not been modified from original manufacturer specifications with
regard to power train or any manner of powering the vehicle.

c. Uses hydrogen and a fuel cell to produce electricity on board to power
an electric motor to propel the vehicle.

d. Is rated at not more than 8,500 pounds unloaded gross vehicle weight.

& Has a maximum speed capability of at least 65 miles per hour.

Golf Cart. — A vehicle designed and manufactured for operatlon on a golf
course for sporting or recreational purposes and that is not capable of
exceeding speeds of 20 miles per hour. T
Gross Combination Weight Rating (GCWR). — Defined in 49 C.F.R. § 390.5.
Gross Combined Weight (GCW). — The total weight of a combination
(articulated) motor vehicle, including passengers, fuel, cargo, and
attachments.

Gross Vehicle Weight (GVW). — The total weight of a vehicle, including
passengers, fuel, cargo, and attachments.

Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR). — The value specified by the
manufacturer as the maximum loaded weight a vehicle is capable of safely
hauling. The GVWR of a combination vehicle is the GVWR of the power unit
plus the GVWR of the towed unit or units. When a vehicle is determined by
an enforcement officer to be structurally altered in any way from the
manufacturer's original design in an attempt to increase the hauling capacity
of the vehicle, the GVWR of that vehicle shall be deemed to be the greater of
the license weight or the total weight of the vehicle or combination of vehicles
for the purpose of enforcing this Chapter. For the purpose of classification of
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§ 20-54. Authority for refusing registration or certificate of title.
The Division shall refusg registration or issuance of a certificate of title or any transfer of
registration upon any of the following grounds:

G.S. 20-54
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(11)

(12)

The application contains a false or fraudulent statement, the applicant has
failed to furnish required information or reasonable additional information
requested by the Division, or the applicant is not entitled to the issuance of a
certificate of title or registration of the vehicle under this Article.
The vehicle is mechanically unfit or unsafe to be operated or moved upon the
highways.
The Division has reasonable ground to believe that the vehicle is a stolen or
embezzled vehicle, or that the granting of registration or the issuance of a
certificate of title would constitute a fraud against the rightful owner or
another person who has a valid lien against the vehicle.
The registration of the vehicle stands suspended or revoked for any reason as
provided in the motor vehicle laws of this State, except in such cases to abide
by the ignition interlock installation requirements of G.S. 20-17.8.
The required fee has not been paid, including any additional registration fees
or taxes due pursuant to G.S. 20-91(c).
The vehicle is not in compliance with the inspection requirements of Part 2 of
Article 3A of this Chapter or a civil penalty assessed as a result of the failure
of the vehicle to comply with that Part has not been paid.
The Division has been notified that the motor vehicle has been seized by a law
enforcement officer and is subject to forfeiture pursuant to G.S. 20-28.2, et
seq., or any other statute. However, the Division shall not prevent the renewal
of existing registration prior to an order of forfeiture.
The vehicle is a golf cart or utility vehicle.
The applicant motor carrier 1s subject to an order issued by the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration or the Division. The Division shall deny
registration of a vehicle of a motor carrier if the applicant fails to disclose
material information required, or if the applicant has made a materially false
statement on the application, or if the applicant has applied as a subterfuge for
the real party in interest who has been issued a federal out-of-service order, or
if the applicant's business is operated, managed, or otherwise controlled by or
affiliated with a person who is ineligible for registration, including the
applicant entity, a relative, family member, corporate officer, or shareholder.
The Division shall deny registration for a vehicle that has been assigned for
safety to a commercial motor carrier who has been prohibited from operating
by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration or a carrier whose
business is operated, managed, or otherwise controlled by or affiliated with a
person who is ineligible for registration, including the owner, a relative,
family member, corporate officer, or shareholder.
The North Carolina Turnpike Authority has notified the Division that the
owner of the vehicle has not paid the amount of tolls, fees, and civil penalties
the owner owes the Authority for use of a Turnpike project.
The Division has been notified (i) pursuant to G.S. 20-217(g2) that the owner
of the vehicle has failed to pay any fine imposed pursuant to G.S. 20-217 or
(1i) pursuant to G.S. 153A-246(b)(14) that the owner of the vehicle has failed
to pay a civil penalty due under G.S. 153A-246.
The owner of the vehicle has failed to pay any penalty or fee imposed pursuant
to G.S. 20-311.
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§ 20-121.1. Operation of a low-speed vehicle, mini-truck, or modified utility vehicle on

certain roadways.
The operation of a low-speed vehicle, mini-truck, or modified utility vehicle is authorized

with the following restrictions:

,*E’(I)

(2)

(2a)

(4)

(&)
(6)

G.S. 20-121.1

A low-speed vehicle may be operated only on streets and highways where the
posted speed limit is 35 miles per hour or less. A mini-truck or modified utility
vehicle may be operated only on streets and highways where the posted speed
limit is 55 miles per hour or less; provided, a modified utility vehicle may not
be operated on any street or highway having four or more travel lanes unless
the posted speed limit is 35 miles per hour or less. This subdivision does not
prohibit a low-speed vehicle, mini-truck, or modified utility vehicle from
crossing a road or street at an intersection where the road or street being
crossed has a posted speed limit of more than 35 miles per hour.

A low-speed vehicle or mini-truck shall be equipped with headlamps, stop
lamps, turn signal lamps, tail lamps, reflex reflectors, parking brakes, rearview
mirrors, windshields, windshield wipers, speedometer, seat belts, and a
vehicle identification number. Any such required equipment shall be
maintained in proper working order.

A modified utility vehicle shall be equipped with headlamps, stop lamps, turn
signal lamps, tail lamps, reflex reflectors, parking brakes, rearview mirrors, a
speedometer, seat belts, and a vehicle identification number. Any such
required equipment shall be maintained in proper working order. If a modified
utility vehicle does not have a vehicle identification number, upon application
by the owner, the Division shall assign a vehicle identification number to the
modified utility vehicle prior to registration. The operator of and all
passengers on a modified utility vehicle that is not equipped with a windshield
and windshield wipers shall wear a safety helmet, with a retention strap
properly secured, that complies with Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard
(FMVSS) 218.

A low-speed vehicle, mini-truck, or modified utility vehicle shall be registered
and insured in accordance with G.S. 20-50 and G.S. 20-309.
Notwithstanding the provisions of any other subdivision of this section, the
Department of Transportation may prohibit the operation of low-speed
vehicles, mini-trucks, or modified utility vehicles on any road or highway if it
determines that the prohibition is necessary in the interest of safety.
Low-speed vehicles must comply with the safety standards in 49 C.F.R. §
571.500.

Regardless of age, a mini-truck shall not qualify as an antique vehicle or
historic vehicle as described in G.S. 20-79.4(b). (2001-356, s. 5; 2019-34, s.
3;2020-40, s. 3; 2021-33,5. 2.)
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G.S. 20-4.01

8. Vehicles operated in a TNC service, excluding vehicles
operated in connection with a brokering transportation network
company, regulated under Article 10A of Chapter 20 of the
General Statutes.

Low-speed vehicle. — A four-wheeled electric vehicle whose top speed
is greater than 20 miles per hour but less than 25 miles per hour,
Mini-truck. — A motor vehicle designed, used, or maintained primarily
for the transportation of property and having four wheels, an engine
displacement of 660cc or less, an overall length of 130 inches or less,
an overall height of 78 inches or less, and an overall width of 60 inches
or less.
Modified utility vehicle. — A motor vehicle that (i) is manufactured or
upfitted by a licensed manufacturer, dealer, or person or business
otherwise engaged in vehicle manufacturing or modification for
off-road use with equipment required by G.S. 20-121.1(2a), except a
vehicle identification number, and (ii) has four wheels, an overall
length of 110 inches or greater, an overall width of 58 inches or
greater, an overall height of 60 inches or greater, a maximum speed
capability of 40 miles per hour or greater, and does not require an
operator or passenger to straddle a seat. "Modified utility vehicle" does
not include an all-terrain vehicle, golf cart, or utility vehicle, as defined
in this section, or a riding lawn mower.
Motorcycles. — Vehicles having a saddle for the use of the rider and
designed to travel on not more than three wheels in contact with the
ground, including autocycles, motor scooters, and motor-driven
bicycles, but excluding tractors and utility vehicles equipped with an
additional form of device designed to transport property,
three-wheeled vehicles while being used by law-enforcement
agencies, electric assisted bicycles, and mopeds as defined in
sub-subdivision d1. of this subdivision.

Motor-driven bicycle. — A vehicle with two or three wheels, a steering

handle, one or two saddle seats, pedals, and a motor that cannot propel

the vehicle at a speed greater than 20 miles per hour on a level surface.

This term shall not include an electric assisted bicycle as defined in

subdivision (7a) of this section.

Moped. — A vehicle, other than a motor-driven bicycle or electric

assisted bicycle, that has two or three wheels, no external shifting

device, a motor that does not exceed 50 cubic centimeters piston

displacement and cannot propel the vehicle at a speed greater than 30

miles per hour on a level surface. The motor may be powered by

electricity, alternative fuel, motor fuel, or a combination of each.

Motor home or house car. — A vehicular unit, designed to provide

temporary living quarters, built into as an integral part, or permanently

attached to, a self-propelled motor vehicle chassis or van. The vehicle
must provide at least four of the following facilities: cooking,
refrigeration or icebox, self-contained toilet, heating or air
conditioning, a portable water supply system including a faucet and
sink, separate 110-125 volt electrical power supply, or an LP gas

supply.
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Part 3. Registration and Certificates of Titles of Motor Vehicles.

§ 20-50. Owner to secure registration and certificate of title; temporary registration
markers.

(a) A vehicle intended to be operated upon any highway of this State must be registered
with the Division in accordance with G.S. 20-52, and the owner of the vehicle must comply
with G.S. 20-52 before operating the vehicle. A vehicle that is leased to an individual who is a
resident of this State is a vehicle intended to be operated upon a highway of this State.

The Commissioner of Motor Vehicles or the Commissioner's duly authorized agent is
empowered to grant a special one-way trip permit to move a vehicle without license upon good
cause being shown. When the owner of a vehicle leases the vehicle to a carrier of passengers or
property and the vehicle is actually used by the carrier in the operation of its business, the
license plates may be obtained by the lessee, upon written consent of the owner, after the
certificate of title has been obtained by the owner. When the owner of a vehicle leases the
vehicle to a farmer and the vehicle is actually used by the farmer in the operation of a farm, the
license plates may be obtained by the farmer at the applicable farmer rate, upon written consent
of the owner, after the certificate of title has been obtained by the owner. The lessee shall make
application on an appropriate form furnished by the Division and file such evidence of the lease
as the Division may require.

(b) The Division may issue a temporary license plate for a vehicle. A temporary license
plate is valid for the period set by the Division. The period may not be less than 10 days nor
more than 60 days.

A person may obtain a temporary license plate for a vehicle by filing an application with
the Division and paying the required fee. An application must be filed on a form provided by
the Division.

The fee for a temporary license plate that is valid for 10 days is ten dollars ($10.00). The
fee for a temporary license plate that is valid for more than 10 days is the amount that would be
required with an application for a license plate for the vehicle. If a person obtains for a vehicle
a temporary license plate that is valid for more than 10 days and files an application for a
license plate for that vehicle before the temporary license plate expires, the person is not
required to pay the fee that would otherwise be required for the license plate.

A temporary license plate is subject to the following limitations and conditions:

(1) It may be issued only upon proper proof that the applicant has met the
applicable financial responsibility requirements.

(2) It expires on midnight of the day set for expiration.

(3) It may be used only on the vehicle for which issued and may not be
transferred, loaned, or assigned to another.

(4) If it 1s lost or stolen, the person who applied for it must notify the Division.

(5) It may not be issued by a dealer.

(6) The provisions of G.S. 20-63, 20-71, 20-110 and 20-111 that apply to license
plates apply to temporary license plates insofar as possible. (1937, c. 407, s.
15; 1943, ¢. 8db; 1945, ¢ 956, 5. 37 1947, ¢ 219, 5. 2;, 1953, ¢. 831.5 3;
1957, ¢. 246, s. 2; 1961, c. 360, s. 1; 1963, ¢. 552, 5. 1; 1973, ¢. 919; 1975, c.
462;c. 716,s. 5;¢. 767, 5. 1; 1995, c. 394, s. 1; 1999-438, s. 26; 2005-276, s.
44.1(i); 2015-241, 5. 29.35(b).)
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§ 20-52. Application for registration and certificate of title.

(a) An owner of a vehicle subject to registration must apply to the Division for a
certificate of title, a registration plate, and a registration card for the vehicle. To apply, an owner
must complete an application provided by the Division. The application shall contain a preprinted
option that co-owners may use to title the vehicle as a joint tenancy with right of survivorship.
The co-owners' designation of a joint tenancy with right of survivorship on the application shall
be valid notwithstanding whether this designation appears on the assignment of title. The
application must request all of the following information and may request other information the
Division considers necessary:

(1) The owner's name.
(la)  If the owner is an individual, the following information:

a. The owner's mailing address and residence address.
b. One of the following at the option of the applicant:
1. The owner's North Carolina drivers license number or North
Carolina special identification card number.
2 The owner's home state drivers license number or home state

special identification card number and valid active duty
military identification card number or military dependent
identification card number if the owner is a person or the
spouse or dependent child of a person on active duty in the
Armed Forces of the United States who is stationed in this State
or deployed outside this State from a home base in this State.
The owner's inability to provide a photocopy or reproduction
of a military or military dependent identification card pursuant
to any prohibition of the United States government or any
agency thereof against the making of such photocopy or
reproduction shall not operate to prevent the owner from
making an application for registration and certificate of title
pursuant to this subdivision.

e The owner's home state drivers license number or home state
special identification card number and proof of enrollment in a
school in this State if the owner is a permanent resident of
another state but is currently enrolled in a school in this State.

4. The owner's home state drivers license number or home state
special identification card number if the owner provides a
signed affidavit certifying that the owner intends to principally
garage the vehicle in this State and provides the address where
the vehicle is or will be principally garaged. For purposes of
this section, "principally garage" means the vehicle is garaged
for six or more months of the year on property in this State
which 1s owned, leased, or otherwise lawfully occupied by the
owner of the vehicle.

5. The owner's home state drivers license number or home state
special identification card number, provided that the
application is made pursuant to a court authorized sale or a sale
authorized by G.S. 44A-4 for the purpose of issuing a title to
be registered in another state or country.

6. The co-owner's home state drivers license number or home
state special identification card number if at least one co-owner
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provides a North Carolina drivers license number or North
Carolina special identification number.
1. The owner's home state drivers license number or special

identification card number if the application is for a motor
home or house car, as defined in G.S. 20-4.01(27)k., or for a
house trailer, as defined in G.S. 20-4.01(14).

(1b)  Ifthe owner is a firm, partnership, a corporation, or another entity, the address

of the entity.
(2) A description of the vehicle, including the following:

a. The make, model, type of body, and vehicle identification number of
the vehicle.
b. Whether the vehicle is new or used and, if a new vehicle, the date the

manufacturer or dealer sold the vehicle to the owner and the date the
manufacturer or dealer delivered the vehicle to the owner.

3) A statement of the owner's title and of all liens upon the vehicle, including the
names and addresses of all lienholders in the order of their priority, and the
date and nature of each lien.

(4) —(6) Repealed by Session Laws 2017-69, s. 2(a), effective July 1, 2017.

(7) A statement that the owner has proof of financial responsibility, as required
by Article 9A or Article 13 of this Chapter.

(al)  An owner who would otherwise be capable of attaining a drivers license or special
identification card from this State or any other state, except for a medical or physical condition
that can be documented to, and verified by, the Division, shall be issued a registration plate and
certificate of title if the owner provides a signed affidavit certifying that the owner intends to
principally garage the vehicle in this State and provides the address where the vehicle is or will
be principally garaged.

(b) When such application refers to a new vehicle purchased from a manufacturer or
dealer, such application shall be accompanied with a manufacturer's certificate of origin that is
properly assigned to the applicant. If the new vehicle is acquired from a dealer or person located
in another jurisdiction other than a manufacturer, the application shall be accompanied with such
evidence of ownership as is required by the laws of that jurisdiction duly assigned by the disposer
to the purchaser, or, if no such evidence of ownership be required by the laws of such other
jurisdiction, a notarized bill of sale from the disposer.

(c) Unless otherwise prohibited by federal law, an application for a certificate of title,
salvage certificate of title, a registration plate, a registration card, and any other document
required by the Division to be submitted with the application and requiring a signature may be
submitted to the Division with an electronic signature in accordance with Article 40 of Chapter
66 of the General Statutes. The required notarization of any electronic signature on any
application or document submitted to the Division pursuant to this subsection may be performed
electronically in accordance with Article 2 of Chapter 10B of the General Statutes. The Division
will not certify or approve a specific electronic process or vendor. Any entity offering an
electronic signature process assumes all responsibility and liability for the accuracy of the
signature. The Division shall be held harmless from any liability to a claim arising from
applications submitted with an inaccurate electronic signature pursuant to this subsection. (1937,
c.407,s.17; 1961, c. 835, ss. 2, 3; 1975, c. 716, 5. 5; 1991, c. 183, 5. 2; 1993 (Reg. Sess., 1994),
c. 750, s. 5; 2007-164, s. 4; 2007-209, ss. 1, 2; 2007-443, s. 6; 2007-481, ss. 4-7; 2008-124, s.
4.1, 2009-274, s. 4; 2015-270, 5. 1; 2016-90, 5. 10.5(a); 2017-69, s. 2(a), (b); 2017-102, s. 5.2(b);
2019-153,s. 1.)
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Article 13.
The Vehicle Financial Responsibility Act of 1957.

§ 20-309. Financial responsibility prerequisite to registration; must be maintained
throughout registration period.

(a) No motor vehicle shall be registered in this State unless the owner at the time of
registration provides proof of financial responsibility for the operation of such motor vehicle, as
provided in this Article. The owner of each motor vehicle registered in this State shall maintain
financial responsibility continuously throughout the period of registration. For purposes of this
Article, the term "motor vehicle" includes mopeds, as that term is defined in G.S. 20-4.01.

(al)  An owner of a commercial motor vehicle, as defined in G.S. 20-4.01(3d), shall have
financial responsibility for the operation of the motor vehicle in an amount equal to that
required for for-hire carriers transporting nonhazardous property in interstate or foreign
commerce in 49 C.F.R. § 387.9.

(a2)  Notwithstanding any other provision of this Chapter, an owner's policy of liability
insurance issued to a foster parent or parents, which policy includes an endorsement excluding
coverage for one or more foster children residing in the foster parent's or parents' household,
may be certified as proof of financial responsibility, provided that each foster child for whom
coverage is excluded is insured in an amount equal to or greater than the minimum limits
required by G.S. 20-279.21 under some other owner's policy of liability insurance or a named
nonowner's policy of liability insurance. The North Carolina Rate Bureau shall establish, with
the approval of the Commissioner of Insurance, a named driver exclusion endorsement or
endorsements for foster children as described herein.

(b)  Financial responsibility shall be a liability insurance policy or a financial security
bond or a financial security deposit or by qualification as a self-insurer, as these terms are
defined and described in Article 9A, Chapter 20 of the General Statutes of North Carolina, as
amended.

(c) When it is certified that financial responsibility is a liability insurance policy, the
Commissioner of Motor Vehicles may require that the owner produce records to prove the fact
of such insurance, and failure to produce such records shall be prima facie evidence that no
financial responsibility exists with regard to the vehicle concerned. It shall be the duty of
insurance companies, upon request of the Division, to verify the accuracy of any owner's
certification.

(c1) The proof of insurance required to demonstrate financial responsibility under
subsection (c) of this section may be satisfied by producing records of insurance in either
physical or electronic format. Acceptable electronic formats include display of electronic
images on a mobile phone or other portable electronic device produced through an application
or Web site of the insurer.

(d) When liability insurance with regard to any motor vehicle is terminated by
cancellation or failure to renew, or the owner's financial responsibility for the operation of any
motor vehicle is otherwise terminated, the owner shall forthwith surrender the registration
certificate and plates of the vehicle to the Division of Motor Vehicles unless financial
responsibility is maintained in some other manner in compliance with this Article.

(e) Repealed by Session Laws 2006-213, s. 5, effective July 1, 2008, and applicable to
lapses occurring on or after that date.

() The Commissioner shall administer and enforce the provisions of this Article and
may make rules and regulations necessary for its administration and shall provide for hearings
upon request of persons aggrieved by orders or acts of the Commissioner under the provisions

of this Article.
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